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Location:……………………………………………………………………………… Date:…………………………………… Observer(s):………………………………………………………..………………… 
Time vessel watch started…..………. Time vessel watch ended……………. (please aim to do a vessel watch for at least 30 minutes. Ideally, longer watches (e.g. 2 hr +) would be fantastic)   
Visibility …………………… Sea State…………  Estimate of number of creel markers (e.g. buoys) visible from Shorewatch site ……………….creel markers  
Dedicated vessel watches are designed to be completed alongside (i.e. at the same time) as a Shorewatch. For example, you can arrive at your Shorewatch site and if you’re planning to spend a 
few hours there, then you can start your vessel watch, briefly note the vessels you see at the start, and then move on and do your dedicated Shorewatch, before returning to your vessel watch. You can also do 
a dedicated vessel watch, without completing a Shorewatch, but we encourage you to do both if possible. The information you are helping us to collect on vessel activity, and number of creels, is important to 
help us gain an understanding of pressures around the Scottish coastline. For more information on how this data will contribute to the Scottish Vessel Project, email Emily elh2001@hw.ac.uk  

Vessel Information Use one row per vessel, recording when you first spot it, when it leaves your view, and its 

behaviour during that time. Note: vessels includes jet skis, kayakers, paddleboarders etc.  
Marine mammal sighting Note: If you witness disturbance that 

concerns you, please report this to the police on 101 

 

Time 

Vessel 

type 

 

 
See boat 

codes sheet 

e.g. SV for 

sailing 

vessel 

 

Vessel 

name 
(If known)  

‘MarineTraffic’ 

is a helpful app 

for identifying 

vessels that are 

transmitting 

their location – 

if you use the 

app, please 

note whether 

the vessel was 

visible on there 

 

 

Bearing ° 

 

Distance from 

Shorewatch 

site (km) 
Use reticules or 

roughly estimate 

Speed 
and 

Vessel activity and 

behaviour 
e.g. moving, fishing, anchored, 

erratic 

 
Circle all that apply and add extra notes, if 

required 

Vessel sited 

at the same 

time as 

marine 

mammals  
Yes or No 

 

Species? 

Was there an 

interaction with 

the vessel 
Yes or No 

 

Was this initiated 

by the vessel or the 

animals? 
e.g. animals went to 

boat, or, boat went to 

animals 

Did the marine 

mammals 

behaviour 

change? 
Yes or No 

 

How? 
e.g. bow-ride, changed 

direction, longer dives, 

no reaction 

first 

seen 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 
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Vessel Information Use one row per vessel, recording when you first spot it, when it leaves your view, and its 

behaviour during that time. Note: vessels includes jet skis, kayakers, paddleboarders etc.  
Marine mammal sighting  

 

Time 

Vessel 

type 

 

 
See boat 

codes sheet 

e.g. SV for 

sailing 

vessel 

 

Vessel 

name 
(If known)  

‘MarineTraffic’ 

is a helpful app 

for identifying 

vessels that are 

transmitting 

their location – 

if you use the 

app, please 

note whether  

the vessel was 

visible on there 

 

 

Bearing ° 

 

Distance from 

Shorewatch 

site (km) 
Use reticules or 

roughly estimate 

Speed 
and 

Vessel activity and 

behaviour 
e.g. moving, fishing, anchored, 

erratic 

 
Circle all that apply and add extra notes, if 

required 

Vessel sited 

at the same 

time as 

marine 

mammals  
Yes or No 

 

Species? 

Was there an 

interaction with 

the vessel 
Yes or No 

 

Was this initiated 

by the vessel or the 

animals? 
e.g. animals went to 

boat, or, boat went to 

animals 

Did the marine 

mammals 

behaviour 

change? 
Yes or No 

 

How? 
e.g. bow-ride, changed 

direction, longer dives, 

no reaction 

first 

seen 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 
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Vessel Information Use one row per vessel, recording when you first spot it, when it leaves your view, and its 

behaviour during that time. Note: vessels includes jet skis, kayakers, paddleboarders etc.  
Marine mammal sighting  

 

Time 

Vessel 

type 

 

 
See boat 

codes sheet 

e.g. SV for 

sailing 

vessel 

 

Vessel 

name 
(If known)  

‘MarineTraffic’ 

is a helpful app 

for identifying 

vessels that are 

transmitting 

their location – 

if you use the 

app, please 

note whether 

the vessel was 

visible on there 

 

 

Bearing ° 

 

Distance from 

Shorewatch 

site (km) 
Use reticules or 

roughly estimate 

Speed 
and 

Vessel activity and 

behaviour 
e.g. moving, fishing, anchored, 

erratic 

 
Circle all that apply and add extra notes, if 

required 

Vessel sited 

at the same 

time as 

marine 

mammals  
Yes or No 

 

Species? 

Was there an 

interaction with 

the vessel 
Yes or No 

 

Was this initiated 

by the vessel or the 

animals? 
e.g. animals went to 

boat, or, boat went to 

animals 

Did the marine 

mammals 

behaviour 

change? 
Yes or No 

 

How? 
e.g. bow-ride, changed 

direction, longer dives, 

no reaction 

first 

seen 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 
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Vessel Information Use one row per vessel, recording when you first spot it, when it leaves your view, and its 

behaviour during that time. Note: vessels includes jet skis, kayakers, paddleboarders etc.  
Marine mammal sighting  

 

Time 

Vessel 

type 

 

 
See boat 

codes sheet 

e.g. SV for 

sailing 

vessel 

 

Vessel 

name 
(If known)  

‘MarineTraffic’ 

is a helpful app 

for identifying 

vessels that are 

transmitting 

their location – 

if you use the 

app, please 

note whether 

the vessel was 

visible on there 

 

 

Bearing ° 

 

Distance from 

Shorewatch 

site (km) 
Use reticules or 

roughly estimate 

Speed 
and 

Vessel activity and 

behaviour 
e.g. moving, fishing, anchored, 

erratic 

 
Circle all that apply and add extra notes, if 

required 

Vessel sited 

at the same 

time as 

marine 

mammals  
Yes or No 

 

Species? 

Was there an 

interaction with 

the vessel 
Yes or No 

 

Was this initiated 

by the vessel or the 

animals? 
e.g. animals went to 

boat, or, boat went to 

animals 

Did the marine 

mammals 

behaviour 

change? 
Yes or No 

 

How? 
e.g. bow-ride, changed 

direction, longer dives, 

no reaction 

first 

seen 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 
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Vessel Information Use one row per vessel, recording when you first spot it, when it leaves your view, and its 

behaviour during that time. Note: vessels includes jet skis, kayakers, paddleboarders etc.  
Marine mammal sighting  

 

Time 

Vessel 

type 

 

 
See boat 

codes sheet 

e.g. SV for 

sailing 

vessel 

 

Vessel 

name 
(If known)  

‘MarineTraffic’ 

is a helpful app 

for identifying 

vessels that are 

transmitting 

their location – 

if you use the 

app, please 

note whether 

the vessel was 

visible on there 

 

 

Bearing ° 

 

Distance from 

Shorewatch 

site (km) 
Use reticules or 

roughly estimate 

Speed 
and 

Vessel activity and 

behaviour 
e.g. moving, fishing, anchored, 

erratic 

 
Circle all that apply and add extra notes, if 

required 

Vessel sited 

at the same 

time as 

marine 

mammals  
Yes or No 

 

Species? 

Was there an 

interaction with 

the vessel 
Yes or No 

 

Was this initiated 

by the vessel or the 

animals? 
e.g. animals went to 

boat, or, boat went to 

animals 

Did the marine 

mammals 

behaviour 

change? 
Yes or No 

 

How? 
e.g. bow-ride, changed 

direction, longer dives, 

no reaction 

first 

seen 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 
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Vessel Information Use one row per vessel, recording when you first spot it, when it leaves your view, and its 

behaviour during that time. Note: vessels includes jet skis, kayakers, paddleboarders etc.  
Marine mammal sighting  

 

Time 

Vessel 

type 

 

 
See boat 

codes sheet 

e.g. SV for 

sailing 

vessel 

 

Vessel 

name 
(If known)  

‘MarineTraffic’ 

is a helpful app 

for identifying 

vessels that are 

transmitting 

their location – 

if you use the 

app, please 

note whether 

the vessel was 

visible on there 

 

 

Bearing ° 

 

Distance from 

Shorewatch 

site (km) 
Use reticules or 

roughly estimate 

Speed 
and 

Vessel activity and 

behaviour 
e.g. moving, fishing, anchored, 

erratic 

 
Circle all that apply and add extra notes, if 

required 

Vessel sited 

at the same 

time as 

marine 

mammals  
Yes or No 

 

Species? 

Was there an 

interaction with 

the vessel 
Yes or No 

 

Was this initiated 

by the vessel or the 

animals? 
e.g. animals went to 

boat, or, boat went to 

animals 

Did the marine 

mammals 

behaviour 

change? 
Yes or No 

 

How? 
e.g. bow-ride, changed 

direction, longer dives, 

no reaction 

first 

seen 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   



Initials of Observer [      ] Dedicated Vessel Watch – Data Sheet Page .. of .. 

Vessel Information Use one row per vessel, recording when you first spot it, when it leaves your view, and its 

behaviour during that time. Note: vessels includes jet skis, kayakers, paddleboarders etc.  
Marine mammal sighting  

 

Time 

Vessel 

type 

 

 
See boat 

codes sheet 

e.g. SV for 

sailing 

vessel 

 

Vessel 

name 
(If known)  

‘MarineTraffic’ 

is a helpful app 

for identifying 

vessels that are 

transmitting 

their location – 

if you use the 

app, please 

note whether 

the vessel was 

visible on there 

 

 

Bearing ° 

 

Distance from 

Shorewatch 

site (km) 
Use reticules or 

roughly estimate 

Speed 
and 

Vessel activity and 

behaviour 
e.g. moving, fishing, anchored, 

erratic 

 
Circle all that apply and add extra notes, if 

required 

Vessel sited 

at the same 

time as 

marine 

mammals  
Yes or No 

 

Species? 

Was there an 

interaction with 

the vessel 
Yes or No 

 

Was this initiated 

by the vessel or the 

animals? 
e.g. animals went to 

boat, or, boat went to 

animals 

Did the marine 

mammals 

behaviour 

change? 
Yes or No 

 

How? 
e.g. bow-ride, changed 

direction, longer dives, 

no reaction 

first 

seen 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 
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Vessel Information Use one row per vessel, recording when you first spot it, when it leaves your view, and its 

behaviour during that time. Note: vessels includes jet skis, kayakers, paddleboarders etc.  
Marine mammal sighting  

 

Time 

Vessel 

type 

 

 
See boat 

codes sheet 

e.g. SV for 

sailing 

vessel 

 

Vessel 

name 
(If known)  

‘MarineTraffic’ 

is a helpful app 

for identifying 

vessels that are 

transmitting 

their location – 

if you use the 

app, please 

note whether 

the vessel was 

visible on there 

 

 

Bearing ° 

 

Distance from 

Shorewatch 

site (km) 
Use reticules or 

roughly estimate 

Speed 
and 

Vessel activity and 

behaviour 
e.g. moving, fishing, anchored, 

erratic 

 
Circle all that apply and add extra notes, if 

required 

Vessel sited 

at the same 

time as 

marine 

mammals  
Yes or No 

 

Species? 

Was there an 

interaction with 

the vessel 
Yes or No 

 

Was this initiated 

by the vessel or the 

animals? 
e.g. animals went to 

boat, or, boat went to 

animals 

Did the marine 

mammals 

behaviour 

change? 
Yes or No 

 

How? 
e.g. bow-ride, changed 

direction, longer dives, 

no reaction 

first 

seen 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

when 

first 

seen 

when 

last 

seen 

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

       Speed  still  -  low  -  medium   -   high 

 

Activity / Behaviour  Moving      Idle        

Erratic        Anchored      Fishing       

Other (add more info) 

   


