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A world where every whale and dolphin is safe and free

We couldn’t do it
without your help
Whales and dolphins are
amazing: they pass on knowledge
from one generation to the next,
they play games just for fun, they
have strong social bonds and they
look after ill family members.
But sadly, they still face so many
threats and need our help to
protect them against hunting,
captivity, injury in nets,pollution,
the dangers of boat traffic.
WDC want to achieve 5 things for whales
and dolphins

1.

3.

STOP THE KILLING OF
WHALES AND DOLPHINS
We work internationally to stop
the killing of thousands of whales
and dolphins every year despite a
ban on commercial whaling

PROTECT THE HOMES OF
WHALES AND DOLPHINS
We work with governments
and provide the scientific
evidence for creating
protected areas where
whales and dolphins live

4.

2.

FREE WHALES AND DOLPHINS
FROM A LIFE IN TANKS
We want an end to captivity
and we work to end captive
shows around the globe

PREVENT DEATHS IN NETS
We work with communities
and industries to prevent
whales and dolphins dying
in nets or fishing gear

5.

PROMOTE THE RIGHTS OF
WHALES AND DOLPHINS
We believe whales and
dolphins have the rights to
live as nature intended – not
as humans decide

Did you know? An estimated 300,000 cetaceans die every year around the world
from bycatch. It is the biggest killer of cetaceans in all oceans across the globe.
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch

A world where every whale and dolphin is safe and free

Shorewatch Update
The Watching Story in 2017 so far...
It has been an extremely exciting couple of weeks for cetacean sightings here in Scotland with a few less
common species popping in to say hello and a total of 12 cetacean species recorded in 2017 so far!
One of our volunteers, Janet Marshall, also sighted a pygmy sperm whale from Tiumpan, a very rare and
exciting sighting for her! Not a lot is known about this species, and most information has come from
strandings data.
On 5th June, we received an early morning call to say there had been between 6-10 sperm whales spotted
from Burghead Visitor Centre. This is an incredibly unusual sighting for the Moray Firth, as sperm whales are
very deep divers and do not venture into shallow water. There was high concern for these individuals as they
were quite clearly in distress and most probably lost. To everyone’s relief, the group began to head in a
northerly direction and made it out into deeper water safely.

Marine Sanctuary Update

Some of you may be aware of WDC’s work in partnership with Merlin Entertainments to create a sea
sanctuary for three captive beluga whales currently held in an aquarium in Shanghai, China. Unfortunately,
Jun Jun the 17 year old female beluga has died; her necropsy results revealed her death was caused by a
bleed on the brain. Sanctuaries provide an alternative, more natural environment for captive cetaceans where
they can live more fulfilling lives. Work is ongoing to prepare the two remaining belugas for life in the sea
sanctuary, which involves improving their health and wellbeing, and training them to recognise potentially
dangerous objects. WDC has confirmed that the preferred location for the sea sanctuary is in Iceland,
however there are still several hurdles to overcome.

New Shorewatch Sites 2017
		
As some of you may already know, we have just

set up a new Shorewatch site on Orkney. Located
on Sanday at the Holms of Ire, we can’t wait to
see what sightings we get from here!
It is hoped by the end of the year there will also
be Shorewatch sites on the Isle of Skye and Isle
of Coll, so watch this space...
© WDC/Katie Dyke, Burghead

Did you know? Beluga whales can live as long as 60 years in the wild, but in captivity they
routinely die before the age of 30 and most die in their teens.
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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Shorewatch Science: BWW effort
North
Kessock

Burghead

Sam, Elizabeth, Cath, Emma,
Isabella, Cindy, Katie, Mark,
Steve, Adele
51 watches (26 A, 25 B)
5 sightings

Tiumpan
Head

Liz
35 watches
0 sightings

Strathy

Louise & Joan
3 watches
0 sightings

Steve, Janet, Anne,
Heather, Sue, Richard
36 watches (18 A, 18 B)
16 sightings

St
John’s Point
Colin
16 watches
1 sighting

Macduff

Ian
24 watches
2 sightings

Rodel
Pippa, Anne,
Wendy, Gordon
9 watches
0 sightings

Cromarty

Karen & Phil
17 watches
6 sightings

Cullen

Graham & Nadine
27 watches
5 sightings

Chanonry
Point

Rhue

Stephen
15 watches
5 sightings

Lesley and Anna
2 watches
1 sighting

Fort
George

David & Andy
21 watches
14 sightings

Nairn

Chris, Paul, Anna,
Emma
6 watches
0 sightings

Spey
Bay

Sue, Simon, Sadie,
Lucy, Sarah
17 watches
3 sightings

Torry
Battery

Shorewatch Sites
1. Balevullin, Isle of Tiree
2. Hynish, Isle of Tiree
		
3. South Uist, Kildonan Beach
4. North Uist		
5. Rodel, Isle of Harris		
6. Scalpay			
7. Tiumpan Head, Isle of Lewis
8. Eigg

Walter, Monika, Jenny,
Lorraine
22 watches
26 sightings

9. Rhue Lighthouse, Ullapool
17. Channonry Point			
10. Stoer Lighthouse				
18. Fort George
11. Strathy Point				
19. Nairn
12. Scrabster Lighthouse
20. Burghead 		
		
13. St John’s Point		
21. Spey Bay		
14. Sanday, Orkney 		
		
22. Cullen Bay
15. Castle of Old Wick
23. MacDuff			
16. Cromarty
24. Torry Battery

Did you know? 28 species of cetacean can be seen around the coast of Scotland.
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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Shorewatch Science: BWW Sightings
Common dolphin:
Tiumpan Head

Orca:
St John’s Point

Humpback whale:
Cullen, Tiumpan Head

Harbour porpoise:
Cromarty, Rhue

Bottlenose Dolphin:
Burghead, Chanonry Point,
Cromarty, Cullen, Fort George,
Macduff, Spey Bay, Torry Battery.

Risso’s dolphin:
Tiumpan Head

Minke whale:
Burghead, Cullen, Tiumpan Head

Did you know? False killer whales are the latest species to show evidence of menopause,
and they survive for many years after they have stopped reproducing.
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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Shorewatch Science; BWW round up
We did 301 watches over the weekend!
46 volunteers got involved
84 sightings
7 species of cetacean
Thanks to all Shorewatchers who took part in another exciting Big Watch Weekend! It was
great to meet up with so many dedicated Shorewatchers over BWW, with many
rewarded for their efforts with 7 species in total sighted over the weekend: bottlenose
dolphin, common dolphin, risso’s dolphin, orca, harbour porpoise, minke whale,
humpback whale.
An amazing 301 watches were carried out over BWW, beating last year’s summer BWW
total by 29 watches! 17 Shorewatch sites took part in BWW with 46 Shorewatchers getting
involved.
Burghead held the ‘Big Watch at the Broch’ which attracted lots of attention from members
of the public. There was so much interest from the public at all our Shorewatch sites
visited over the course of the weekend that an extra training has been organised to train up
lots of new volunteers.

Weekend Winners!
Well done to Liz Brooker for doing the most
watches (35!) over BWW!
The earliest watch was done by Ian Williams at a very
early 3:50am, with Burghead winning the most watches
with an incredible 51.
Best team photo goes to Burghead, take a look at the end of
the newsletter...

©©WDCKatie
Dyke
Katie Dyke,
Burghead

Did you know? Pygmy sperm whales were historically known as the “floating whale” because
of their tendency to rise to the surface slowly and remain there motionless for some time.
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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Shorewatch News
The Shorewatch Team’s Top 5
Sightings from BWW:
1) Seeing a beautiful full breach from Zephyr’s
calf really close in to the spit at Chanonry point,
it’s great to see this population successfully raising
young in such a challenging environment!
2) Spotting Spirtle with her very distinctive
scarring on her right side. It appears she has made
a miraculous recovery from her extensive sunburn
injuries, and Charlie Phillips has told us she is now
surfacing normally again. This really is a fantastic
success story, as many people thought she may not
survive the ordeal!

© WDC/Charlie Phillips
3) Spotting dolphins at Cromarty – after a few
visits to Cromarty and no luck in the past, it was great
to tick off a sighting here. The dolphins did not
disappoint, and we enjoyed full breaches by a young
calf!

Bycatch Campaign
Have you heard about our bycatch campaign?
If not, here’s what you need to know!
Bycatch is the accidental entanglement of
marine life in fishing gear. It is the greatest
killer of whales, dolphins and porposies
worldwide, with 1000’s dying in the UK each
year from entanglement.
With the UK leaving the EU there is the
potential that monitoring of bycatch in the UK
will come to an end. We want to ensure that
our whales, dolphins and porposies are
protected from bycatch through careful
monitoring, research and the development
of new fishing practices. All this can help to
reduce the risk of accidental entanglement.
But we need your help! Please sign our petition
urging Fisheries Ministers to put in place laws
to protect our whales, dolphins and porporises
from by catch.
You can sign our petition here: http://uk.whales.
org/campaigns/join-campaign-to-stop-dolphins-porpoises-and-whales-dying-in-fishinggear-in-uk-waters

4) Lots and lots of fins at Aberdeen! We had very
brief but very lovely activity at Torry Battery, with one
dolphin jumping straight up out of the water and then
landing on its back with a huge splash. This individual
was having a blast and continued this exciting
behaviour 5/6 times repeatedly which was a fantastic
sight to watch!
5) Fish throwing at Burghead. Spotted through
the binoculars, a medium sized fish flying through the
air two or three times! This young dolphin was most
definitely playing with its food!

© Greenpeace

Did you know? The mouth of a humpback whale accounts for about a third of its total body!
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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Shorewatch News

Orcaholics Anonymous

© KatieBews

Hi, my name is Emma and I’m an orcaholic.
I’ve been having major post orca week blues, and sea watching withdrawal symptoms. It has become
clear that I may be suffering from orcaholism. An orcaholic is a man or woman who has a distinct
physical desire to see orca in the wild. According to many scientific studies, being outdoors and
surrounded by wildlife can help enhance mental wellbeing and happiness. I have therefore decided that
orcaholism is a positive and healthy addiction.
Throughout Orca Week 2017 at Duncansby Head and other sites across the coast, a team of fun, friendly
and enthusiastic Shorewatch volunteers dedicated their time to watching out for cetaceans. For the most
part, their perseverance paid off and (almost) all of us managed to spot the elusive orcas who travelled
to Scotland all the way from Iceland! Some were lucky enough to have a very close encounter when a
pod swam straight towards the headland and surfaced right under the cliffs, and for myself a very brief
glimpse of Hulk’s huge dorsal fin in the distance was enough to get me hooked. Other sightings throughout the week included minke whale, harbour porpoise, short eared owl, weasel and otter. Although orcas
appear to be creatures of habit, and we thought we could predict their movements, they are of course
wild animals, and they definitely managed to keep us guessing all week.
I think we all learnt some very valuable life lessons, the most important being don’t drop your binoculars
whilst doing the orca sprint! I have to say a huge thank you to all 29 Shorewatch volunteers who joined
us up North, it was fantastic to meet you all and I hope you are looking forward to Orca Week 2018!

Did you know? Orcas have the second biggest brains among all ocean mammals, weighing as much as
15 pounds. They also have an extra part to their brain, which humans don’t have, in the area of the brain
known for processing emotions and thinking.
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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Shorewatch News
Ascension turtle adventures by Charlie McNish
Since January, I have been on Ascension Island, one of the UK’s Overseas Territories, working as an intern with the Ascension Island Conservation Department’s green sea turtle project. Formerly captured and eaten by sailors passing by the
island, the numbers of turtles nesting on Ascension Island has increased over the last few decades, and the island is now
the second largest green sea turtle nesting population in the Atlantic Ocean only behind Tortugeura in Costa Rica. The turtles
navigate their way from feeding grounds off the coast of Brazil to Ascension to breed and nest, with the males returning
every year and the females every three or four years. The females will nest up to six times whilst they are around Ascension,
with each nest containing an average of 120 eggs. Hatchlings will emerge from these nests after around 60 days, making
their way to sea and swimming straight out into the deep ocean. For the first few years they will feed mainly on jellyfish, and
when they are about the size of a dinner plate they will travel to Brazil to the sea grass feeding grounds. The turtles become
sexually mature at roughly the age of 25, and will return to Ascension Island to mate and nest.
A count of 478 turtles nesting on one beach (Long Beach, Ascension’s largest beach) on one night in early March this year is
the largest count since records began here in the early 2000s. Coinciding with the conservation department’s five year survey of all 32 beaches on the island, there has been a lot of work for myself and the other three interns! My two main tasks
are to count tracks and to rake tracks. The raking is done to differentiate between old tracks and fresh tracks from the night
before. During peak season in March the main beaches were covered in fresh tracks, meaning we were basically raking an
entire beach. In the equatorial heat of Ascension Island, this physical work is pretty exhausting – I have never before appreciated the joys of an afternoon nap! We also conduct tours to the surprisingly high number of tourists passing through the
island to the Falklands, or indeed visiting the island.
Other than the turtles, Ascension Island is home to some other interesting creatures! Land crabs hide under rocks on Green
Mountain, making their way down to the beaches a few times a year to spawn in the sea. At these times of the year it can be
hard to drive around certain parts of the island, with crabs paving the roads! The island is also home to a large number of
seabirds, including the endemic Ascension Island frigate bird, pushed close to extinction by the formerly high numbers of
feral cats on the island (the RSPB conducted a cat eradication programme on the island in the early 2000s, with numbers
of all seabirds increasing subsequently). We also have a high number of feral donkeys on the island, that stroll through the
streets at night and wake everyone up with their loud braying. There is a resident population of bottlenose dolphin around
the island (unfortunately I have only seen them on two occasions!), with humpback whales also migrating to the island with
calves in July/August time.
I will be here on Ascension until mid-June, when the numbers of turtles nesting should have dropped to zero. It will have
been a fantastic experience to have spent a six month period here on the island, a wacky and unique place that I thoroughly
recommend a visit too if you are looking for something entirely different! Looking forward to getting back to Scotland, and
hopefully doing more Shorewatching in the near future!

© Charlie McNish

© Charlie McNish

Did you know? Leatherback turtles can be found in UK waters!

t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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Shorewatch News
© WDC/Katie Dyke
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In May Shorewatch went to the European Cetacean Society Conference!
On my first day in Middlefart, it was clear that they were very proud of their population of harbour porpoise (HP), with
sculptures in gardens and carving on pavements. They even had a dedicated listening station. In the waters around Middlefart there is a large population of around 4000 HP. Nowadays locals love talking about the population of HP and enjoy
regular sightings from the harbour. While in Middlefart, I was lucky enough to have a HP sighting every day. However,
this love for HP has not always been the case. In the 1700 locals used to hunt HP and now a days the HP is still under
threat due to entanglement and by catch.
Much of the ECS conference was centred on how we can better protect these lovely little guys. There was much discussion
on how we need to better study HP, to find out key habitats and accurate population estimates. However, this is much more
difficult for HP than dolphin species, because HP are notoriously less active and more shy. Better relationships with
fishermen in hopes to try and estimate how many HP are getting caught as bycatch, could be the first step to better
understand this threat. Citizen science will also play a role in collecting data regarding population movements. MPAs are
a great way to protect HP, but setting practical and effective management will be difficult with missing data in habitat use,
distribution and population size.
It was not only the little HP that stole the show at ECS. Andrew Brownlow gave a very interesting yet shocking talk on the
Scottish Orca population and the instability of their future. Lulu the Orca was autopsied last year and turned out to be the
most polluted Orca they have ever come across. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-39738582.
There was much talk about the power of the citizen. I attended a Citizen Science workshop, which showed the importance
of historical sightings recorded by citizen’s and without which we would be clueless on what creatures are expected in
our waters. WDC Shorewatch presented how powerful our dedicated team of volunteers are and how they are
champions for their marine environment. http://uk.whales.org/sites/default/files/finalpdf_31stecsmiddelfartposterm
ay2017.pdf.
Asha De Vos seconded this in her powerful talk by recognising that science is important, but it is the citizen who is so
powerful and integral in raising awareness, carrying forward a campaign and applying pressure to governments.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7WZfHsPSxdk.

Did you know? Some species of cetaceans, like humpback, fin and sperm whales as well as
belugas, orcas, bottlenose and Risso’s dolphins, have special brain cells known as spindle
neurons, which are believed to be associated with empathy and emotional intelligence.
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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Shorewatch News

Lee Miller:Evolution of narrow band high frequency bisonar and hearing in odontocetes.

Over the course of the conference there
were a number of engaging presentations.
Here is a very brief summary of the ones
I found most interesting...
Denise Risch: Large scale underwater noise
pollution from acoustic deterrent devices on the
west coast of Scotland.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b068w44
Risch highlighted that Scotland currently does not require a licence for Acoustic Deterrent Devices (ADDs)
yet there have been a drastic increase in the use of
ADDs on fish farms to humanely deter seals. However
this leads to added noise pollution and often in areas
that overlap with key habitats of other species. Risch
calls for better management in Scotland for the use of
ADDs and more research conducted to determine if
they effectively deter seals.

Belen G Ovide: Using behaviour and acoustic
data from multi-sensor tags to assess responses
of humpback whales to the whale watching
industry in Iceland.

http://www.uw.is/events/Using_tag_data_to_assess_behaviour_vocal_sounds_boat_noise_and_potential_effects_on_Humpback_whales/
Ovide researched the responses of humpback whales
to whale watching. She found that humpbacks reduce
feeding attempts and also dive deeper following interactions with whale watching boats, so possibly altering
time spent feeding or exhibiting natural behaviours.

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/06/130612101901.
htm
Miller found that harbour porpoise click at a higher sound
frequency so larger predators can’t hear them. He also found
that HP were frequently more active in high sea states, this
could be due to their ability to hear better than their prey in a
noisier environment.

Deanna Leonard: Late summer distribution of bowhead
whales in relation to environmental variables in
Canadian waters.

Leonard conducts research on bowhead whales an Arctic species, where data is difficult to collect. Leonard’s research shows
that bowhead whales rely on their environment to congregate
prey, they seek out upwelling and sea canyons to feed on zooplankton. Bowhead whales are experiencing increased human
activity in their habitat, as we are exploiting once unexposed
areas of the Arctic.

Armando M Jaramillo Legorreta: The Dire Status of the
vaquita.

https://porpoise.org/library/extinction-imminent-mexicos-endemic porpoise-unless-fishery-bycatch-eliminated/
The vaquita is endemic to the upper Gulf of California and they
are endangered as a result of being captured in nets for decades.
The population is declining by 40% per year, and has decreased
by 95% in the last 20 years. In 2015 their key habitat was closed
to fishing and fishermen were given compensation, but the
numbers were still declining. This is due to the illegal Totoaba
trade. There are now only 30 individuals left in the wild and the
decision has been made to take them into captivity for breeding.
The talk ended positively that one infant had been born in the
wild the morning of the talk.

Did you know? The longest ever recorded humpback whale song was 24 hours!
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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Shorewatch Calander
What your data

Save the Date
Upcoming Trainings:
5th July, 6-9pm, Scottish Dolphin Centre
19th July, 6pm-9pm, Arts Centre Stornoway
24th July, 11am-2pm, West Harris Trust
Community Hall
15th August, 11- 3pm Scottish Dolphin Centre,
Spey Bay

Upcoming Events:
16th July, Cullen Harbour
22nd July, Ullapool Gala
11th/12th August, Fort George Centenary
(We need help to man the stall, if you are able to
volunteer on the 11th please let us know)
13th August, Pirate Day at SDC
8th - 10th Sept, BIG WATCH WEEKEND!

© WDCEmma Steel, St John’s Point

Did you know? The aorta of a blue whale, a major blood vessel for the heart, is big enough for
a human child to crawl through.
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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Shorewatch FAQs
Getting confused with the Shorewatch protocol? Here are some frequently asked
questions to help you out. You can find more questions and answers on the
Shorewatch website at www.whales.org/shorewatch (under ‘Get involved’), or give us
a call on 01343 820 339 / drop us an email at shorewatch@whales.org
Do I need to write ID cues even when I’m 100% sure what species I’m seeing?

Yes, please! Your ID cues may help us to confirm an identity and they will also give us an idea of what you (and
other Shorewatchers) are noticing in the field so that we can update our trainings and refreshers appropriately.

How should I record numbers when there are separate groups?

If you are clear that there are two separate groups, record each in a separate sighting row and note the number
and other sighting details for each group in the relevant row. It is best to note in the comments that you had
multiple sightings during your watch.

What do I do if I am disturbed in the middle of my Shorewatch?

Shorewatch is 10 minutes of concentrated effort. If a member of the public starts speaking to you during your
Shorewatch, explain that you need to keep your eyes on the sea for 10 minutes and invite them to help you watch.
If you take your eyes off the watch area for any length of time, the Shorewatch will not be valid. Please indicate
that the watch was not completed on the data sheet. If environmental conditions change dramatically during your
watch or there is some other disturbance you may also need to stop your Shorewatch and indicate this on the data
sheet.

What do I do if I see two distinct groups of cetaceans on a Shorewatch?

Two distinct groups of cetaceans should be recorded as two separate sightings on different lines of the Cetacean
Sighting Data Sheet. This is also the case if two different species are seen during a Shorewatch.

What if I see the same group of animals during a second Shorewatch?

If you have not left the area between Shorewatches and are 100% sure this is the same group of animals then you
do not need to record details of this sighting again. Record the cetaceans were present during the second
Shorewatch on the front of the data sheet. On the back of the data sheet edit your sighting end time to make it
clear that your sighting lasted for the time between your two watches.

When do I need to record feeding birds?

Record only rafts of feeding birds i.e. when a large group of birds are circling and diving in a particular area. This
indicates that there is some activity happening below the surface of the water.

The reticule lines on my binoculars are different sizes – are some halves?
No. Even though some of the lines are smaller they are all equal to one reticule.

Did you know? It is estimated that bowhead whales are able to live for more than 200 years.
This makes them the oldest living mammals in the world.
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch

A world where every whale and dolphin is safe and free

Pick of the pics

						
Teamwork makes
the dream work

Did you know? Fin whales produce about 970 litres of urine every day! That’s enough to fill up
more than 3 bath tubs! Nice little thought next time you’re swimming in the sea.
t: 01343 820 339
e: shorewatch@whales.org
whales.org/shorewatch
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